
Talk 4 Writing 

At St Mary’s, we have adopted the Talk 4 Writing process. It is a fun 

and engaging way of learning a text orally before reading and analysing 

it, then asking the children to write their own version.  

Each unit starts with a ‘cold task’ where there has been no initial 

teaching. The children are provided with a hook to inspire them to 

write and are reminded to use what they already know from previous 

learning. This helps teachers to plan the unit of work and show the 

progress the children make from start to finish. 

 

Cold Write 

Talk  for Writing 



The children learn a  high quality model text orally using story maps. 

They rehearse, recite and perform the stories as storytellers using 

expression and intonation. 

 

Map It and Act It! 



Next the children read, enjoy and analyse the using reading VIPERS. We 

look at the vocabulary, make inferences, make predictions, explain things 

in the text, retrieve information and summarise and sequence the main 

ideas. 

 Reading Vipers 



The children learn lots of new vocabulary which they write in their 

magpie books or record on the washing lines. They can use these 

words later in their writing. 

Magpie  

Marvellous  



Toolkits  
The children construct toolkits to  develop  particular writing fea-

tures and their effect on the reader. They share toolkits for charac-

terisation, dialogue, suspense, action, openings and endings and much 

more. 



Short Burst 

The children use the writing toolkits and powerful vocabulary to crea-

tively describe settings and characters. 



Box it up! 

The children use the generic story/text structure to find out what 

happens in each part. They  use these to plan their independent writ-



Shared Write 

Punctuation, spelling and grammar are taught through teacher  

modelled shared writing.  The children work alongside the teacher at a 

slow pace in order to create high quality ambitious writing. 

Draft and Edit 

After the children have planned their independent writing using a 

boxed up plan,  They draft their first piece of writing. It is peer marked 

and edited for improvements. 



Hot Write 

At the end of a unit of work the children write independently using 

everything they have learned. We use this to measure progress. 

 

 


